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decided that the time had come to remind the Powers
signatory to the Treaty of Berlin of Article 61, relating
to the reforms which had never heen executed.
Their national authorities applied to the Powers with
the request that they demand of the Porte the execution
of the reforms. His Holiness the Catholicus took official
cognizance. The Catholicus, who resides at Ejmiad-
zin, is elected by the whole Armenian people; he is rec-
ognized as their national as well as religious chief. In
this dual capacity at the time of the Congress of 1878,
he had sent to Berlin a representative, whose interven-
tion had procured the insertion of Article 61 in the
treaty.
The Conference of London could not take up the Ar-
menian question, alleging that it had been appointed ex-
clusively for the adjustment of the Balkan question. In
reality, it would have been afraid of still further compli-
cations. As a result of direct appeal to the chancellories,
Russia took the initiative in elaborating a program of
reforms which she had proposed to the powers at Con-
stantinople. The Commission appointed to study this
plan and to decide on a definite text began its work, and
entered immediately into negotiations with the Ottoman
Government.
After long discussions with the Porte, which encour-
aged by Germany offered obstinate resistance using all
the resources of Oriental diplomacy, a definite plan of
reforms was finally worked out by the ambassadors; it
was accepted and promulgated by the Porte on February
8, 1914. This act was, to be sure, far from satisfying
Armenian aspirations. It was the plan of Eussia, but
in a mutilated form. Such as it was, it offered at least
a beginning of reforms, giving reason to hope that in
time it could be improved, and that the end which was
aimed at would finally be attained; to give security and
justice to these peoples, while keeping them in the Otto-

